
 

 

WHAT’S IT LIKE 
GROWING UP?  
長大是什麼樣子？ 
 
What happens when I grow up? Where does the old me go? Will I 

grow too big, too weird, too different? Every child’s honest questions 

about maturation, explored in a panoply of beautiful, energetic 

illustration.  

 
 

Hsiao Ti knows he’s growing up, but he has no idea what will happen 

to him along the way. Will he get as big as Mom or Dad, as big as a tree, 

or even – oh, the horror – as big as their house?! He’ll be able to reach 

things in high places, eat more tasty food, and go to faraway places all 

by himself. But will he still be him? Will he remember what life is like 

right now?  

 

Every child harbors all kinds of hopes, fears, and illusions about 

growing older. Wu Yi-Ting lets many of these bloom in illustrations that 

capture both the sincerity and the fantasy of a child’s imaginations. Yes, 

her story affirms, growing old is a crazy process. Though it may change 

you somewhat, just face it bravely, and everything will be all right! 

 

Wu Yi-Ting 吳宜庭 

Illustrator and author who loves the ocean, whales, and walking in the 

wilderness. 2013 winner of the Award for Excellence in the 9th 

Creative Design competition, as well as the Feng Zikai Chinese 

Children’s Picture Book Award.  
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